
READING 10A  THE ARMY’S TRUE COLORS

LESSON OVERVIEW

Target Vocabulary: apply, army, construction, 
currency, last, liquid, network, protect, reveal, 
technique

Reading Passage Summary: The first emperor 
of China, Qin Shihuang, was famous for many 
innovations. He ordered the construction of an army 
of life-sized painted terracotta soldiers to guard 
his tomb. When the soldiers were unearthed, the 
outside air almost immediately caused the coating 
under the paint to fall off. Archeologists have recently 
discovered a new area with soldiers, and researchers 
have developed a liquid that they can spray on these 
soldiers in order to help preserve the colors. The dirt 
around the soldiers also contains paint, which can 
provide valuable information to archeologists trying 
to find a way to apply colors to the army again.

Answer Key
Before You Read
A. 1. Archeologists; artifacts; 2. tomb; 3. warrior
B. Possible answer(s): The colors faded over time; 

when outside air hit the colors, it caused the 
coating underneath the paint to fall off.

Reading Comprehension
A. 1. b; 2. a; 3. b; 4. a (Para C); 5. c (Para D)
B. 1. emperor; 2. tomb; 3. army; 4. brown;  

5. liquid; 6. plastic

Reading Skill
A. 1. b; 2. a; 3. a; 4. b; 5. a
Critical Thinking
 Possible answer(s): Pros: more tourists might come 
to visit; people can see what the army originally 
looked like; it would show how different the 
soldiers originally looked from one another. Cons: 
paint might make the warriors disintegrate; current 
artists may not be able to match the original colors.

Vocabulary Practice
A. 1. constructed; 2. protect; 3. techniques;  

4. army; 5. revealed; 6. liquid; 7. network
B. 1. a; 2. b; 3. a
C. 1. a secret; 2. the truth; 3. the cause

TEACHING NOTES

The Mausoleum of the First Qin [chin] Emperor is a 
cultural World Heritage Site because the terracotta 
figures give people today a unique window into life 
in China 2,200 years ago. Since each figure is unique, 
they tell us about the diversity of the population 
when China became a unified country for the first 
time. It appears that people of many different ethnic 
or native groups are represented in the huge “army” 
of statues. The figures also give information about 
warfare in 200 B.C. including horses, chariots—carts 
for soldiers to ride in—and weapons. The emperor’s 
enemies set fire to his tomb a few years after he 
died. Although the wooden structures burned, the 
terracotta statues have survived for 22 centuries, 
albeit not with their original colors.

Before You Read 5–

10 MINS

A. Definitions: Direct students’ attention to the 
photograph and ask if they have heard of these 
warriors. Allow students time to read the caption 
independently and match the words in bold to their 
definitions. Then check answers with the class.

B. Predicting: Have students look at the 
photograph on page 134 and then discuss their 
ideas in pairs. Check answers after students read.

Reading Comprehension 20

–30 MINS

A. Multiple Choice: Have students read the 
entire passage silently and then answer the 
questions. Alternatively, play the audio and have 
students read along. Check answers as a class, 
asking students to give evidence for their answers 
using paragraph references from the passage.

• Note on dates: Traditionally, historians have 
used B.C. to count the years before the birth of 
Christ and A.D. for the time after. Because B.C. 
dates count down, 210 B.C. is more recent than 
221 B.C.

• Question 3: Elicit from students that the root 
of the word is earth, and the prefix un means 
“not.” Therefore, we can guess that unearth 
means to get rid of the earth, i.e., dig up.
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